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he owes his position to one Republican President and his
prominence to another one."

In February, 1904, Senator Hanna, who had been in fail-
ing health for some time, died quite suddenly. "Writing to
Elihu Boot, on February 16, 1904, the President gave this
sympathetic estimate of his character:

"Hanna's death has been very sad. Did I tell you the
last letter he wrote was one to me? As soon as he was seri-
ously sick I called at the hotel, as a matter of course. For
some inexplicable reason this affected him very much, and
appealed to the generous and large-hearted side of his na-
ture, and he at once sent me a pencil note, running as fol-
lows:

My dear Mr. President:

You touched a tender spot, old man, when you called
personally to inquire after me this A. M. I may be worse
before I can be better, but all the same such " drops" of
kindness are good for a fellow.

Sincerely yours,

M. A. HAJSTETA.
Friday, p. M.

"No man had larger traits than Hanna. He was a big
man in every way and as forceful a personality as we have
seen in public life in our generation. I think that not merely
for myself, but the whole party and the whole country have
reason to be very grateful to him for the way in which,
after I came into office, under circumstances which were
very hard for him, he resolutely declined to be drawn into
the position which a smaller man of meaner cast would
inevitably have taken; that is, the position of antagonizing
public policies if I was identified with them. He could have
caused the widest disaster to the country and the public
if he had attacked and opposed the policies referring to
Panama, the Philippines, Cuban reciprocity, Army reform,
the Navy, and the legislation for regulating corporations.